if you
consider all
the players, my
educated guess
is that we are
now touching about $1 billion
in Pune itself. Bangalore
attracts investments of 5-10
times this amount.”
—Abhijit Athavale,
convenor, PuneChips

QLogic has
invested
over $40 million
for its design
centre and
research lab here. They are
committed to investing an addi-
tional $50 million over the next
five years in their Pune centre.”
— Parag Mehta, MD and
GM, QLogic (India)

PUNE MIRROR | THURSDAY,

MiTIN BRAHME:

fter creating a strong po-
sition for itself in the

software industry, Pune
is now emerging as a ‘Network
and Storage’ hub — and ulti-
mately the new "chip city” of the
India. Pune has made its mark
internationally on various
fronts, ranging from education,
culture, sports and auto to [T as
well. Now, it is poised to acquire

another identity — this time
specialised in the field of Infor-
mation Technology.

US product companies (in
storage, networking and high
performance computing) have
been setting up their design
centres in the city. Companles

like QLogic, Invidia, L3I,
VMware, Applied  Micro
(AMCC), Marvel, Tensilica,

Quartics have already set up
their plants here, Many of these
companies have come forwarnd
to partner with academia and
conduct specialised courses for
electronics and telecommuni-
cation engineering students,
currently in association with the
College Of Engineering, Pune
(COEP) and the Pune Institute
of Computer Technology
{PICT), bastcally to develop a
workforce for future needs.
Parag Mehta, managing direc-
torand general rnanager of Qlog-
ic (India} Private Limited and the
vice-president of the Software Ex-

The chips are up!

gm is fast mama_zm as a hub for computer chips, currently attracting an almost $1 bn investment

porter’s Association of Pune
[SEAR), EE:EE.«EE&E&E
reasorns for Pune o have emerged
as a preferred destination’ for
many engineers teturning after
long stints away, is the strong
emerging eco-systen, excellent
educational institutes, and ex-
ceptional weather. Also, its prox-
imity to Mumbal and the pres-
ence of several reputed engineer-
ing institutions in the city helps.
Said Mehta, "OLogic has invest-
ed over $40 million for its de-
sign centre and research lab
here, They are committed to in-
vesting an additional $50 mil-
lion over the next five years in
their Pune centre.”

He added, “Forums like the
Indian Semiconductor Associa-
tion (I5A) and PuneChips, help
create a stronger eco-system by
bringing together companies to
help disseminate technical in-
formation.

Abhijit Athavale, convenor of
PuneChips, told Miror that
their organisation is an on-ling
community for semiconductor
and embedded systems profes-
sionals in and around the city.
PuneChips' goal is to provide
networking and learning op-
portunities for systems design
and software professionals. He
saicl, "For Pune, it is difficult to
get exact numbers for the in-
vestments made but it is esti-
mated that LS] has invested
about $100mn o their facility,
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while Symantec has invested
arcund $500mn. If you consid-
erall other players, my educated
guess is that we are now touch-
ing about %1 billion in Pune it-
self. T do not believe that anyone
can really contest this number.
Bangalore attracts investments
of 5-10 times this amount,”

Recently, PuneChips, 15A and
OlLogic also organised a seminar
on “Storage and Networking
Convergence' to help drive in-
novation for Data Center Bridg-
ing, Storage Virtualisation,
Cloud Computing and Multi-
Protocol Data Migration.

Pradip Dhame, the India
head and managing director of
Applied Micro (AMCC), told
Mirror that they have an invest-
ment of $200 mn and will'in-
crease i, While they already
have a customer base abroad,
they are now planning to in-
crease the number of Indian
customers and step up their
marketing. They are in' the
process of drafting a university
program 1o encourage students
by exposing thiern to high end
microprocessor-based research
and design.

He added, “Pune is now
emerging as chip city and has
an Investment of more than
$700 million coming in." He
said that Bobby Mitra, chair-
manmn, 154, has said that the as-
sociation will soon start a re-
gional chapterin the city.




